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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church

Sunday April 15, 2018
St. Thomas Sunday
Christ is Risen! Indeed he is Risen!
Christos Voskrese! Voistinnu Voskrese!

Epistle: Acts 5:12-20 Gospel: John 20:19-31

Weekly Schedule of Services/Events

Sunday, April 15 - St. Thomas Sunday
9:00AM Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Jenna Greenhill
First Holy Confession
Fuentes Baptism

Monday, April 16
9:00AM EP by the Suhy Family

Tuesday, April 17
12:00PM St. John's Seniors

Thursday, April 19
9:00AM Monthly Pirohi 9am
Friday, April 20
9:00AM Pirohi
Sunday, April 22 - Myrrh Bearing Women
9:00AM Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Greg Morrison
10:30AM Church School
40th Day Ann Nosevich

Service Schedule
Divine Liturgy 9am
Weekday Eve Service
7pm
General Information
www.stjohnsmillhill.com
Street Address:
384 Mill Hill Ave.,
Bridgeport, CT 06610
Mailing Address
40 Beaver Dam Road

Stratford, CT 06614

Contact Information
Fr. David Cochran
H: 203-385-1020
C: 203-339-1913
pauldcochran@gmail.com
Carol Feduik, President
carolcfeduik@yahoo.com
John Galpin, Choir Dir.
choir@stjohnsmillhill.com
Peter Adzima, Editor
newsletter@snet.net

Diocesan Online
Resources
Diocesan Website: http://
www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth: http:/
www.campnazareth.org
Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/
acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/
acrodnews

You Tube: https://

youtube.com/
acroddiocese




Weekly Announcements

FIRST HOLY CONFESSION: Congratulations to our First Holy Confession/
Communicants: Madelyn Capellaro, Stormey Ford, Vincent Fuentes, Emily Hall,
Gavin Manning and Emily Moore. May God grant them many happy and blessed
years! Christ is Risen!

CAMP NAZARETH FAMILY DAY: The Camp is once again holding the Family Day
Raffle to raise money to support the Camp. Tickets are $20 for a chance to win the
$10,000 grand prize. Please see Eleanor Adzima to purchase your tickets.

R CLUB SCHOLARSHIP: Information about this years William T Soltis Memorial
Scholarship offered by the R Club is in the bulletin. Please see Holly Mesavage for an
application.

MARRIAGE BANNS: Banns of Marriage are presented for Nicole Marie Scinto and
Nathaniel Joseph Choma to take place Saturday, April 28, 2018

FATHER DAVID AWAY: Fr. David will be attending the Diocesan Clergy Convoca-
tion this week. If an emergency arises, please call Pani Andrea for arrangements.

FOOD BANK: Our April Food Bank will take place Sunday, April 29th. Your dona-
tions and generosity is greatly appreciated.

Scripture Readings for Sunday

Epistle Reading

The reading is from Acts of the Apostles 5:12-20.

In those days, many signs and wonders were done among the people by the hands
of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon's Portico. None of the rest
dared join them, but the people held them in high honor. And more than ever believ-
ers were added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women, so that they even
carried out the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and pallets, that as Peter
came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. The people also gathered
from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean
spirits, and they were all healed. But the high priest rose up and all who were with
him, that is, the party of the Sadducees, and filled with jealousy they arrested the
apostles and put them in the common prison. But at night an angel of the Lord
opened the prison doors and brought them out and said, "Go and stand in the tem-
ple and speak to the people all the words of this Life."

Gospel Reading

The Reading is from John 20:19-31
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where
the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said




to them: "Peace be with you." When he had said this, he showed them his hands
and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to
them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you."
And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and said to them: "Receive the
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of
any, they are retained."

Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus
came. So the other disciples told him: "We have seen the Lord." But he said to
them: "Unless I see in his hands the print of the nails, and place my finger in the
mark of the nails, and place my hand in his side, I will not believe."

Eight days later, his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
The doors were shut, but Jesus came and stood among them, and said: "Peace be
with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here, and see my hands; and
put out your hand, and place it in my side; do not be faithless, but believing." Tho-
mas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe."
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not writ-
ten in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in his name.

The Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ

Though the doors were shut at the dwelling where the dis-
ciples were gathered for fear of the Jews on the evening of
the Sunday after the Passover, our Saviour wondrously en-
. tered and stood in their midst, and greeted them with His
customary words, "Peace be unto you." Then He showed
unto them His hands and feet and side; furthermore, in
Wil their presence, He took some fish and a honeycomb and
| ate before them, and thus assured them of His bodily Res-
gl urrection. But Thomas, who was not then present with the
W others, did not believe their testimony concerning Christ's
"l Resurrection, but said in a decisive manner, "Except I shall
see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger
into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe."
Wherefore after eight days, that is, on this day, when the disciples were again gath-
ered together and Thomas was with them, the Lord Jesus came while the doors
were shut, as He did formerly. Standing in their midst, He said, "Peace be unto you";
then He said to Thomas, "Bring hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and bring
hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not unbelieving, but believing."

THE BELIEF OF THOMAS




And Thomas, beholding and examining carefully the hands and side of the Master,
cried out with faith, "My Lord and my God." Thus he clearly proclaimed the two na-
tures - human and divine - of the God-man (Luke 24:36-49; John 20:19-29).

This day is called Antipascha (meaning "in the stead of Pascha," not "in opposition
to Pascha") because with this day, the first Sunday after Pascha, the Church conse-
crates every Sunday of the year to the commemoration of Pascha, that is, the Resur-
rection.

R Club Scholarship Information

The 46™ Annual St. John’s Sr. R Club/William T. Soltis Memorial Scholarship applica-
tions are now available. Applicants must meet the following requirements: (1) Be a
member and communicant of our church; (2) Attend undergraduate college, techni-
cal or nursing school; and (3) Are considered full time students in their respective in-
stitutions. Awards are limited to four per person.

Deadline date for applications is May 25. 2018. No electronic submissions —
please submit a hard copy.

Applications can be obtained from Mrs. Holly Mesavage, 125 Kings Row,
Stratford, CT 06614. Tel. (203) 377-2831 or on the church’s website: http://
stjohnsmillhill.com/2.html

Basis of judging: The Scholarship Award Committee is anonymous to the
club membership. It uses a point system decided upon by the committee which en-
compasses church, school and community activities and answers to questions writ-
ten by the applicant. Outside impartial judges are also members of the committee.
Family financial status is not intruded upon nor requested.

The scholarship awards are funded by individual donations, Memorial dona-
tions and the sale of religious items.

Camp Nazareth Camperships Needed

We are once again looking for Camperships for our children to attend Camp Naz-
areth. If you are interested in giving, the cost per child is $300. Please see Fr. David
or Ellie Adzima.

From the Church Fathers

The Lord does not always appear in glory to all who stand before Him. To beginners
He appears in the form of a servant (Phil. 2:7); to those able to follow Him as He
climbs the high mountain of His transfiguration He appears in the form of God, the
form in which He existed before the world came to be (John 17:5).

St. Maximos the Confessor
Second Century on Theology, 13., 7th Century




On Stewardship - Looking Back

"I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Je-
P ‘i"‘g sus my Lord.” (Philippians 3:8 RSV)
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| The Holy Apostle St. Matthew was a rich man. He gained his wealth by means of
his work. He was a tax collector, in the employ of the Roman government. He was
required to collect taxes from the people in the Roman province of Palestine. The
amount of tax that was expected to be paid by the Romans was one amount — the amount of tax
collected by the tax collectors was another amount. And the latter amount was higher. In other
words, the tax collectors forced people to pay more tax than was required. And the tax collectors
pocketed the difference. Tax collectors were cheaters and liars. Matthew the tax collector got rich
on his ill-gotten gains.

The Holy Apostles Andrew and Peter were brothers. Both of them worked as fishermen. Every day
they would go out to the Sea of Galilee, throw their nets into the sea, gather what fish they could,
bring them in, clean their nets, and sell their fish. Some days were good days, others were not. In
any case, Peter and Andrew were not rich. Fishing was one of the lowest-paid occupations in the
time of Christ. Fishermen were among the poorest of the people of Palestine.

Yet to Matthew in his wealth and Andrew and Peter in their poverty, the same call was made. For
Andrew and Peter, the call came at the moment of success, when their nets were filled with fish,
and the financial future for each of them was brightest. Matthew was called from his tax collec-
tor’s desk. He was probably counting his income for the day. His financial future was brightening
each moment. To each — Matthew, Andrew and Peter — came the call to leave everything and fol-
low Jesus.

So it is with everyone. The call, the test is always a choice of which is stronger: the desire to get
and keep earthly goods or to be a follower of Christ. And this test does not come just once. It is
repeated daily, hourly, minute-by-minute. There is no time and no place where the call to be fol-
lowers of Christ is not being made. How that call is answered is the key to life as Christian stew-
ards. It is the key to our eternal life.

For no one can answer “yes” to the call of Christ unless his or her whole heart is in the work. No
one can answer “yes” the call of Christ unless he counts, like the Holy Apostle St. Paul who writes
to the Philippians, “everything’ as loss. Yes, we are to count everything as loss because fellowship

with Christ surpasses everything — everything

This weekly series of brief thoughts on stewardship and Orthodox life is brought to you by your
Diocesan Stewardshijp Commission.




Summer Camp Information

CAMP NAZARETH SUMMER CAMP 2018

The time for Summer Camp is Rapidly Approaching!!! The clock is ticking!!
REGISTER ONLINE STARTING MAR. 1, 2018!!

Dates for the Summer Camping Program
Week 1 -- July 15 - 21, 2018
New England, NY, NJ, Florida and Canada Deaneries

Week 2 -- July 22 - July 28, 2018
Johnstown, Pocono, Southern Tier, Youngstown and Chicago Deaneries

Week 3 -- July 29 - August 4, 2018
Pittsburgh, MidAtlantic, Tri-State and Washington D.C. Deaneries

Register Online Starting March 1, 2018

Register at i campnazareth.org
Camp Tab found under the Summer Camp Tab and look for Camper Registratio

Diocesan Summer Camp Tab found under the Summer Camp Tab and look for the
forms under Clergy/Volunteers.

$20 Early Bird Discount Per Child!!!!

(onetime only, not per week)

Register & pay by May 15, 2018!!!

Online Registration MUST be complete AND payment must be submitted by May 15 in
order to qualify for the Early Bird Discount.
Registrations after June 15 will incur an additional $20 late fee.

When you register online please note tfat will still need to submit a paper copy of the Medical

cal professional (l'icensed physician or p
you complete the online registration process.

Payment by check, money order, or credit card is accepted. Checks and Money Orders are to be
made payable t€amp Nazaretland sent t&€amp Nazareth at 339 Pew Road, Mercer, PA 1613

*** PLEASE SEE JUDY FALCON ASAP IF YOU ARE SENDING
ACHILD TO CAMPII!T ***

From the Home Page, From the 2018 Summer Camp Icon, or From the Diocesan S

mmel
.

If you are Clergy or a Volunteer go to the 2018 Summer Camp Icon on the Home Page or th

paper

Examination Form (i.e. Camper Physical) which must be filled out and signed by a licensed mgdi-

hysi




