
St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 

Palm Sunday 

Epistle: Philippians 4:4-9    Gospel: John 12:1-18 

Sunday, April 1 - PALM SUNDAY 
9:00AM Divine Liturgy 
Epistle: Altar Server Liam Gerety 
Coffee: Saltis Family 
Bridegroom Matins for Holy Monday 5pm 

Holy Monday, April 2  
7:00PM  Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 

Holy Tuesday, April 3  
9:00AM Pre-Sanctified Liturgy  
7:00PM Bridegroom Matins - Confessions 

Holy Wednesday, April 4 
9:00AM Pre-Sanctified Liturgy - Confessions 
7:00PM Holy Unction  

Holy Thursday, April 5 
9:00AM Vesperal Liturgy 
7:00PM 12 Passion Gospels 

Holy Friday, April 6 
9:00AM Royal Hours 
7:00PM Great Vespers for Holy Friday 

Holy Saturday & Annunciation, April 7  
9:00AM Vesperal Divine Liturgy 
1:00PM Basket Blessing  
8:00PM Resurrection Matins & Paschal Food Blessing 

Pascha Sunday, April 8  
9:00AM Paschal Divine Liturgy 
Epistle: Sub-deacon Christopher Greenhill 
Blessing of Paschal Foods 
Paschal Egg Hunt 

Service Schedule 
Divine Liturgy 9am 

Weekday Eve Service 
7pm 

General Information 
www.stjohnsmillhill.com 

Street Address: 
384 Mill Hill Ave., 

Bridgeport, CT 06610 
Mailing Address 

40 Beaver Dam Road 

Stratford, CT 06614 

Contact Information 
Fr. David Cochran 

H: 203-385-1020 

C: 203-339-1913 

pauldcochran@gmail.com 

Carol Feduik, President 

carolcfeduik@yahoo.com 

John Galpin, Choir Dir. 

choir@stjohnsmillhill.com 

Peter Adzima, Editor 

newsletter@snet.net 

Diocesan Online  
Resources 

Diocesan Website: http://
www.acrod.org 

Camp Nazareth:  http://
www.campnazareth.org 

Facebook:   https://
www.facebook.com/

acroddiocese 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/
acrodnews 

You Tube: https://
youtube.com/
acroddiocese 

Weekly Schedule of Services/Events 

Sunday April 1, 2018 



Weekly Announcements 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE: The schedule for Holy Week is on the front of the bulle-
tin. Please make every effort to attend as of these many services as possible to help 
enrich your Lenten journey and Paschal experience. 

THANKS: Many thanks to all the Church School teachers and parents who brought 
our church school children yesterday to make palm crosses. It was a wonderful day! 

SHUT-IN LIST: The Easter Shut-in List is in the bulletin today for those who would 
like to send Paschal Greetings. 

R CLUB SCHOLARSHIP: Information about this years William T Soltis Memorial 
Scholarship offered by the R Club is in the bulletin. Please see Holly Mesavage for an 
application. 

CHURCH BAKING: Many thanks to everyone who helped with all of the baking for 
Pascha. Please be sure to stop down and pick up your food items today. 

NEW CHURCH CANDLES: We are purchasing new Candles for the Altar area and 
Iconostas. Please see the bulletin for info on donating. 

Scripture Readings for Sunday 

Epistle Reading 
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Philippians 4:4-9. 

 
BRETHREN, rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let all men know 
your forbearance. The Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, but in eve-
rything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will keep your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever 
is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gra-
cious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about 
these things. What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, do; 
and the God of peace will be with you. 

Gospel Reading 
The Reading is from John 12:1-18 

 
Six days before Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus 
had raised from the dead. There they made him a supper; Martha served, and Laza-
rus was one of those at table with him. Mary took a pound of costly ointment of 
pure nard and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair; and the 
house was filled with the fragrance of the ointment. But Judas Iscariot, one of his 



disciples (he who was to betray him), said "Why was this ointment not sold for three 
hundred denarii and given to the poor?" This he said, not that he cared for the poor 
but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box he used to take what was 
put into it. Jesus said, "Let her alone, let her keep it for the day of my burial. The 
poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me." 

When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came, not only 
on account of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. So 
the chief priests planned to put Lazarus also to death, because on account of him 
many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. 

The next day a great crowd who had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming 
to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, cry-
ing, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of 
Israel!" And Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it; as it is written, "Fear not, 
daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!" His disci-
ples did not understand this at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remem-
bered that this had been written of him and had been done to him. The crowd that 
had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the 
dead bore witness. The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they 
heard he had done this sign. 

On Sunday, five days before the Passover of the Law, the 
Lord came from Bethany to Jerusalem. Sending two of 
His disciples to bring Him a foal of an ass, He sat thereon 
and entered into the city. When the multitude there heard 
that Jesus was coming, they straightway took up the 
branches of palm trees in their hands, and went forth to 
meet Him. Others spread their garments on the ground, 
and yet others cut branches from the trees and strewed 
them in the way that Jesus was to pass; and all of them 
together, especially the children, went before and after 
Him, crying out: "Hosanna: Blessed is He that cometh in 
the Name of the Lord, the King of Israel" (John 12:13). 
This is the radiant and glorious festival of our Lord's entry 

into Jerusalem that we celebrate today. 
The branches of the palm trees symbolize Christ's victory over the devil and death. 
The word Hosanna means "Save, I pray," or "Save, now." The foal of an ass, and Je-
sus' sitting thereon, and the fact that this animal was untamed and considered un-
clean according to the Law, signified the former uncleanness and wildness of the na-
tions, and their subjection thereafter to the holy Law of the Gospel. 

Palm Sunday 



The 46
th
 Annual St. Johnôs Sr. R Club/William T. Soltis Memorial Scholarship applica-

tions are now available. Applicants must meet the following requirements: (1) Be a 
member and communicant of our church; (2) Attend undergraduate college, techni-
cal or nursing school; and (3) Are considered full time students in their respective in-
stitutions. Awards are limited to four per person. 

 Deadline date for applications is May 25, 2018. No electronic submissions ï 
please submit a hard copy. 

 Applications can be obtained from Mrs. Holly Mesavage, 125 Kings Row, 
Stratford, CT 06614. Tel. (203) 377-2831 or on the churchôs website: www. stjohn-
smillhill.com. 

 Basis of judging: The Scholarship Award Committee is anonymous to the 
club membership. It uses a point system decided upon by the committee which en-
compasses church, school and community activities and answers to questions writ-
ten by the applicant. Outside impartial judges are also members of the committee. 
Family financial status is not intruded upon nor requested. 

 The scholarship awards are funded by individual donations, Memorial dona-

tions and the sale of religious items. 

R Club Scholarship Information 

New Church Candles 
The Church is purchasing new liquid wax candles for the Altar and Iconostas. These 
are white shells that will burn liquid wax and look like wax candles. These will re-
place the plastic tubes currently being used. If you would like to donate one or more 
candles, the cost per candle is below. Please stop in the Church office to donate. 
 

Candles for Side Altars and Tertrapod - 6 pcs.  $120 each 
Candles for Altar - 6 pcs. $151 each 

Candles for Iconostas - 4 pcs.  $198 each 
 

God bless you for your generosity in donating for this project 





On Stewardship - In Debt to God 

 ñI am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to 

the foolishéò (Romans 1:14 RSV) 

When St. Paul speaks to the Romans about being ñunder obligation,ò he actually 

means that he is in debt to ñGreeks and to barbarianséto the wise and to the fool-

ish.ò What does St. Paul owe to these people he mentions? And why does Paul say 

he is in ñdebtò to them? When we speak of being ñin debt,ò we usually refer to the amount of 

money we owe on credit cards, loans or mortgages. We have purchased something or we have 

borrowed cash, and we owe the cost or the repayment. These are our debts. St. Paul says he is in 

debt to virtually all people, including the ñwise and the foolish.ò Here St. Paul is not talking about 

money (which is perhaps why the translators have used the word ñobligationò rather than ñdebtò). 

 St. Paul recognized what he has received, not only from God but from the Church. When he was 

known as Saul, St. Paul persecuted the Church. He is said to have actually murdered Christians, 

and was giving his approval to the death of Holy Protomartyr Stephen when Stephen was stoned. 

St. Paul, however, was rescued from his life as persecutor. By the power of the Holy Spirit, he was 

converted to Christianity, and was given many gifts to use to spread Christianity to the known 

world. 

God had revealed His truth to St. Paul. What St. Paul ñowedò as a debt was an obligation to take 

this truth and share it with Greeks, barbarians, the wise and the foolish. He felt he had to pay God 

back for the many gifts St. Paul himself had received in the process of his conversion and the mis-

sion work that followed. 

Seldom do we think about the fact that all that we have are gifts from God. The first and foremost 

gift is the gift of life on this earth. Our lives, provided and supported by God Himself, become our 

own debt to God. We owe Him our lives. We owe God something in repayment for allowing us to 

live on this earth. But there is more. We have been given the means by which we live, the money 

by which we buy the necessities (and pleasures) of life. But these, too, are loans, so to speak. We 

have become debtors to God. We owe God a return on what He has actually ñlentò to us while we 

are on earth. None of this is our own ï we are debtors to God. 

St. Paul saw his life, his whole life, all he was and all he owned and all the gifts given to him as 

missionary and preacher something he needed to give back. Let us take stock of our lives, and see 

how much we actually owe to God and our neighbor. 
 

This weekly series of brief thoughts on stewardship and Orthodox life is brought to you by your 
Diocesan Stewardship Commission. 



How to Put Together a Traditional Easter Basket  

These articles are placed in a wicker basket and a ribbon or 

bow is tied to the handle. A decorated candle is placed in the 

basket and is lit at the time of blessing. A linen cover usually 

embroidered with a picture of the Risen Christ or symbol 

with the words "Christ is Risen" is placed over the foods 

when brought to the church. In some places a large Easter 

Bread (Paska) is made and brought separately in a large linen 

cloth. If the origin of the people was from a wine growing 

region, a sweet wine may be brought 

PASKA - The Easter Bread (pron, paska).  

 

A sweet , yeast bread rich in eggs, butter, 

etc. Symbolic of Christ Himself who is 

our True Bread. Usually a round loaf 

baked with a golden crust decorated with 

a symbol indicative of Christ. Sometimes a cross of dough is 

placed on top encircled by a plait giving it a crowned effect, 

or Greek abbreviations for the name of Christ. The letters 

XB indicate the Slavonic for "Christ is Risen." 

CHEESE (Hrudka or Sirets, pronounced - hrood-ka or si-

rets) A custard-type cheese shaped into a 

ball having a rather bland but sweet taste 

indicative of the moderation that Chris-

tians should have in all things. Also, 

creamed cheese is placed in a small dish 

and both are decorated with symbols made 

of cloves or pepper balls. 

HAM  (Sunka - pronounced shoon-ka) The flesh meat popu-

lar with Slavs as the main dish because of 

its richness and symbolic of the great joy 

and abundance of Easter. Some may pre-

fer lamb or veal. This is usually well 

roasted or cooked as well as other meats 

prepared in advance so that the festivity 

of the day will not be burdened with preparation and all may 

enjoy the Feast. 

BUTTER  (Maslo - pronounced ma-slo) This favorite dairy 

product is shaped into the figure of a 

lamb or small cross and decorated as the 

cheese. This reminds us of the goodness 

of Christ that we should have toward all 

things. 

SAUSAGE (Kolbasi - pronounced kol-bus-i) A 

spicy, garlicy sausage of pork products, indica-

tive of God's favor and generosity 

BACON (Slanina - pronounced - sla-ni-na) 

A piece of uncooked bacon cured with 

spices. Symbolic of the overabundance of 

God's mercy to us. 

SALT (Sol - pronounced sol') A condiment 

necessary for flavor reminding the Christian 

of his duty to others. 
EGGS (Pisanki - pronounced - pi-sun-ki) Hard 

boiled eggs brightly decorated with symbols 

and markings made with beeswax. Indicative of 

new life and resurrection. 

HORSERADISH (Chrin - pronounced - 

khrin) Horseradish mixed with grated red 

beets. Symbolic of the Passion of Christ still in 

our minds but sweetened with some sugar be-

cause of the Resurrection. A bitter -sweet red 

colored mixture reminds us of the sufferings of 

Christ 



Summer Camp Information 

CAMP NAZARETH SUMMER CAMP 2018  
The time for Summer Camp is Rapidly Approaching!!!  The clock is ticking!! 

REGISTER ONLINE STARTING MAR. 1, 2018!!! 
========================================================= 

Dates for the Summer Camping Program 
Week 1 -- July 15 - 21, 2018 

New England, NY, NJ, Florida and Canada Deaneries 

 

Week 2 -- July 22 - July 28, 2018 

Johnstown, Pocono, Southern Tier, Youngstown and Chicago Deaneries 

 

Week 3 -- July 29 - August 4, 2018  

Pittsburgh, Mid-Atlantic, Tri-State and Washington D.C. Deaneries 

 
========================================================= 

Register Online Starting March 1, 2018 
Register at ï campnazareth.org 

From the Home Page, From the 2018 Summer Camp Icon, or From the Diocesan Summer 

Camp Tab found under the Summer Camp Tab and look for Camper Registration. 

If you are Clergy or a Volunteer go to the 2018 Summer Camp Icon on the Home Page or the 

Diocesan Summer Camp Tab found under the Summer Camp Tab and look for the paper 

forms under Clergy/Volunteers. 
========================================================== 

$20 Early Bird Discount Per Child!!!! 
(one-time only, not per week) 

Register & pay by May 15, 2018!!!!  
 

Online Registration MUST be complete AND payment must be submitted by May 15 in 

order to qualify for the Early Bird Discount.  

Registrations after June 15 will incur an additional $20 late fee. 
 

When you register online please note that you will still need to submit a paper copy of the Medical 

Examination Form (i.e. Camper Physical) which must be filled out and signed by a licensed medi-

cal professional (licensed physician or physicianôs assistant).  This form will be emailed to you after 

you complete the online registration process.   

Payment by check, money order, or credit card is accepted.  Checks and Money Orders are to be 

made payable to Camp Nazareth and sent to Camp Nazareth at 339 Pew Road, Mercer, PA 16137. 

 

***  PLEASE SEE JUDY FALCON ASAP IF YOU ARE SENDING  

A CHILD TO CAMP!!! ***  


